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Salvation. 

Ask nvultitudes, what is the chief evil from which | 
Christ came to save them, and they will tell you! 
«* From hell, from penal fires, from future punish- 
ment.”? Accordingly, they think that salvation is 
something which another may achieve for them, ve- 
ry much us a neighbor may quench a conflagration 
that menaces their dwellings and lives. ‘That word 
hell, which is used so seldom in the sacred pages, 
which, in a faithful translation, would not once oe- 
cur inthe writings of Paul, and Peter, and John, 
which we meet only in four or five discourses of Je- 
sus, and which all persons, acquainted with Jewish 
geography, know to be a metaphor, a figure of 
speech, and not a literal expression, this word, b: 
preverse and exaggerated use, has done unspeaku- 
ule injury to Christianity, It has possessed and dis- 
eased men’s imaginations with outward tortures, 
shrieks ind flames; giving them the idea of an out- 
ward ruin as what they have chiefly to dread; turn- 
ing their thoughts to Jesus as an outward deliverer; 


and thus blinded them to his true glory, which con-| 


sists in his setting free and exalting the soul. Men| — , 


are flying from an outward hell, when in truth they| 
earry within therm the hell which they should most} 
read. ‘The salvation which man chiefly needs, and 
which brings with it all other deliverance, is salva- 
tion from the evil of his own mind. ‘There is some- 
thing far worse than outward punishment. It is sin; 


it is the state of a soul, which has revolted from|ing Clerk. 


God, and cast off its allegiance to conscienee and| 
the divine word; which renounces its Father, and 
hardens itself against Infinite Love; which, endued 
with divine powers, enthrals itself to animal lusts; 
which makes gain its god, which has capacities of 
boundless and ever-growing love, and shuts itself 
up in the dungeon of private interests; which, gift- 
ed with a self-directing power, consents to be a 
slave, and is passively formed by custom, opinion, 
and changing events; which, living under God’s eye, 
dreads man’s froven or scorn, end refers human 
priise tf jee-owh, gala comecigupmers. of virtue; 
which tamely yields go temptation, shrinks with a 
coward’s baseness from, the perils of duty, and sac- 


not areal being before me, not a soul which I can} 
understand and sympathize with, but a vague, shift-| 
ing image, which gives hothing of the stability of 
knowledge. A being, consisting of two natures, two} 
souls,one Divine and another human,one finite and an-| 
other infinite,is made up of qualities which destroy one | 
another, and leave nothing for distinct apprehension. | 
This compound of different minds, and of contra- 
dictory attributes, | cannot if 1 would, regard as one} 
conscious person, one intelligent agent. It strikes} 
me almost igresistibly as a fiction, On the other} 
hand, Jesus, contemplated as he is set before us in} 
the gospel, as ove mind, one heart, auswering to my} 


own in all its essential powers and affections, but} 
\ 


vurified, enlarged, exalted, so as to constitute him) 
the unsullied image of God, and a perfect model, is| 
a being who bears the marks of reality, whom | can} 
understand, whom [ can receive into my heart as| 
the hest of friends, with whom I can become inti-} 


\mate, and whose society I can and do anticipate} 


among the chief blessings of my future being.—Jb. | 


(Original ] 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the St. Lawrenee Asso-| 
ciation. 

Met at Plattsburgh, Clinton Co., June 25th. The 
council was called to order by Br. Waggoner, Stand- 
United in prayer with Br. J. H. Aspin- 
wall; after which Br. Jacob Conkey of Canton was 
chosen Moderator. Read credentials of delegates. 
Chose Brs. Mott, Marshall, Amsden and Crook 
committe of arrangements. Invited visiting clergy 
to participate im our deliberations. 

Received First Universalist Society of Platts- 
burgh, and also First Universalist Society of Keese- 
ville, into fellowship with this body. 

Appointed Brs. Mott, Waggoner and Amsden a 
committee to take into consideration the report of 
Br. 'T’. J. Sawyer, on “ Plan of Organization.” 

Appointed Brs, Squire, Agisden and Heaton, com- 
mittee on Fellowship awf Ordiaation. Brs. L. 
Mack, M. P. Crowley, and M. Jenison, committee 





xifices its glory and peace in parting with self-con- 
trol. No ruin can be compared to this. This the 
impenitent man carries with him beyond the grave, 
and there meets its natural issue, and inevitable ret- 
ribution, in remorse, self-torture, and woes unknown 
enearth. This we cannot too strongly fear. ‘To 
save, inthe highest sense of that word, is to lift the 
fallen spirit from this depth, to heal the diseased 
mind, to restore it to energy and freedom of thought, 
ronscience, and love. ‘This was. chiefly the salva- 
tion for which Christ shed his blood. For this the 
Holy Spirit is given; and to this all the truths of 
Christianity conspire.—Channing. 





Knowledge of Christ. 

Who knows Christ best? | answer, [t is he who, 
in reading his history, sees and feels most distinctly 
and deeply the perfection by which he was distin- 
guished. Who knows Jesus best? It is he, who, 
not resting in general and almost unmeaning praises, 
becomes acquainted with what was peculiar, ehar- 
acteristic, and individual in his mind, and who has 
thus framed to himself, not a dim image called Jesus, 
but a living being, with distinct and glorious fea- 


of Discipline for the ensuing year. No member of 
the committee of last year being present, no report 
was made by them; but it was understood by the 
council that ‘no complaint ” had come before them. 

‘The following preamble and resolution, handed in 
by Br. Abbott, were received and adopted: 
|Whereas, we believe the institution of Sabbath 

Schools, is admirably calculated to facilitate the 

cause of Truth and Holiness, and thereby promote 

the best interests of our denomination; therefore, 

Resolved, That every preacher within this Association 
use his best exertions to establish Sabbath Schools wher- 
lever practicable. 

Voted, that there be three Conferences held the 
ensuing year. First, at Fowler, (Little York) the 
4th Wednesday and ‘Thursday in August. Second, 
at Louisville, the 2d Wednesday and Thursday in} 
September; and third, at Westville, the 3d Wednes- 
day and ‘Thursday in January next. . 

Appointed Brs. W. H. Waggoner and D. Mott 
(clerical) and Brs. M. Jenison and L. Amsden (lay)| 
delegates to the next State, Convention, with power! 
to appoint substitutes and fll vacancies. 

The committee on ‘ Phu of Organization” re- 
ported that they had deliberated on said subject, and| 





| 
| 





tures, and with all the reality of a well-known friend. |regretted to say, that they could not recommend 
Who best knows Jesus? _I answer, It is he who de-|that part of the ‘ Plan” which would give to the| 
liberately feels and knows, that his character is of a|U. S. Convention, ‘* Original and exclusive jurisdic- 
higher order than all other characters which have|tion over the subject of Felowship and Ordination, | 
appeured on the earth, and who thirsts to commune|and may prescribe the terns on which Fellowship| 
with and resemble it, I hope Iam plain. When I\shall be granted, and Osiination conferred by all| 


For myself, when | attempt :o bring it home, [ have|vocate, Universalist Union and Universalist Watch- 


man, 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this body be tender- 
ed to the friends in Plattsburgh for their kindness 
and hospitality; aud to the St. Albans choir for their 
cheering and animating services on the present oc- 
casion. 

Adjourned to meet in Malone, Franklin Co., the 
4th Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1846. 

JACOB CONKEY, Moderator. 

W. H. Waaeoner, Clerk. 





MINISTERS PRESENT. 

L. Mott, W. H. Waggoner, E. A. Holbrook, A. 
M. Werden, S. W. Squires, 'T. G. Axtell, G. S. Ab- 
hott, J. A. Aspinwall, W. J. Goss, A. A. Davis, H. 
P. Cutting, J. Ward, E. Ballou, J. Baker, K. Ha 
ven, H. A. Dixon. 

DELEGATES PRESENT. 

L. Amsden, Malone; Anthony Thompson, Pots- 
dam; J. Cunkey, J. Heaton, Cantoy; P. Durfey, 
Nicolville and Hopkinton. 'The tewness of lay de!- 
egates is accounted for, from the fact that the Asso- 
ciation was held ow the extreme east point of its 
boundary, and where no societies, till of late, have 
been organized. 

REMARKS. 

The session of our Association, this year, was ot 
uncommon interest. It was held in a place where 
no meeting of the kind had ever before been assem- 
bled, and where the doctrine of a world’s redemp- 
tion and glory, has not long been preached. ‘The 
novelty of such a meeting created much anxiety to 
see and to hear, and the services were listened to 
with a degree of attention seldom equalled. 

The congregations in attendance were large, and 
the brethren and sisters evidently came to be profit- 
ed. What added"to the interest of our Association 
this year, also, was, that many of our friends from 
Vermont, and several trom Canada came over and 
}mingled their prayers and uffectious with ours, aud 
sung with us the solemn praises of God. 0, it was 
a happy assembly, and a blessed meeting! 

The society in Plattsburgh and its devoted pastor. 
have great cause for rejoicing. May they thank God 
and take courage. ‘Though they labor ina highly 
prejudiced community, (which would not grant us 
one of its meeting houses for public worship,) yet ix 
is their Father’s guod pleasure to give them the 
kingdom. 

Orver or Services.—Sermons were preache:! 
on Wednesday morning by Brs. Cutting and Ward 
—in the afternoon, at 2 o’clock, by Br. Davis—at 5 
o’clock, by Br. Baker—and in the evening, by Br. 
E. Ballow& On Thursday forenoon, by Brs. Aspin- 
wall and Waggoner—in the afternoon, by Br. Ha- 
ven, with addresses—and in the evening, by Brs. 
Holbrook and Werden. A Conference meeting was 
also held on Thursday morning at 9 o’clock, and ad- 
dresses were made by Brs. Cutting, Abbott, Goss, 
Dixon, and one or two lay brethren. A deep and 
happy feeling was manifested during the brief hour 





»siof this Conference, as well as during the exercises 


of the preached word. The business of the coun- 

cil was conducted with order and prudence, and our 

minutes will show that our cause is onward in the 

St. Lawrence Association. We have enly space to 

remark, that the Lord is doing great things for us 

‘* whereof we are glad.” W. H. Waceonr= 
Canton; N. Y., July Ist, 1845. 





A young buck who belongs to the independe: 
drink-or-let-alone-just—as—I—please*without-signing 


hear, as 1 do, men disputing about Jesus, and ima-|subordinate bodies.” ‘The committee’s report was|*he-pledge fraternity, popped ‘he question to a prew'y 





gining that they know him by settling some theory 
as to his generation in time or eternity, or as to his 
rank in the scale of being, | feel that their knowl- 
edge of him is about as great as I should have of 
some saint or hero, by studying his genealogy. ‘These 
controversies have built up a technical theology, but 
give no insight into the mind and heart of Jesus; 
and without this the true knowledge of him cannot 
be enjoyed. And here [ would observe, not in the 
spirit of reproach, but from a desire to do good, that 
{ know not a more effectual method of hiding Jesus 
from us, of keeping us strangers to him, than the 
inculcation of the doctrine which makes him the 
same being with his Father, makes him God him- 
self. ‘This doctrfe throws over him a mistiness. 





approved of by the counciland by a unanimous vote. | 

The committee on Feltlawship and Ordination re-| 
|ported that they had receiyed requests for Ordina-| 
ition from Brs. E. A. Holbmok and A. M. Werden, 
and recommended said requests be granted;—said 
brethren to have the privilege to be ordained at their 
convenience during the present year. ‘The commit- 
tee also stated that they had received a request for a 
Letter of Fellowship from Br. T. G. Axtell; but} 
from limited acquaintance,,&c., they could not at 
present grant said request—all of which was appro- 
ved. 

Appointed Br. A. M. Werden to preach the next 


occasional sermon, and Br. Waggoner to prepare 





girl a short time since, who brought a | deeper 
blush to his always blushing countenance by repiyin: 
that as she had signed the pledge to neither drink c+ 
traffic in ardent spirits, she did sot feel at liberty to 
traffic herself off tor a hogshead of brandy. 


A gentleman in Lowell Mass., is said to be se 
strongly attached to the ten hour system that he will 
not drink root beer, because it works more than ten 


hours per day. 


Curtovs Retic.—The tron bolt to which Christo- 
pher Columbus was chained, during his imprison- 
ment in St. Domingo, has been received at the town 
of Newbern, N. C. It was ured by Robert S. 








the minutes for publication in the Magazine and Ad- 


Moore, late Purserin the U.S. Navy,recently deceased. 
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Proem. 

The day is done, and the darkness 
Falls from the wing of night, 
As a feather is wafted downward 

From an eagle in its flight. 


I see the lights of the village 
Gleam throygh the rain and the mist, 
And a feeling of sadness comes o’er me, 
That my soul cannot resist ; 


A feeling of sadness and longing, 
That is not akin to pain, 

And resembles sorrow only 
As the mist resembles rain. 


Come, and read to me some poem‘ 
Some simple and heart-felt lay, 

That shall soothe this restless feeling, 
And banish the thoughts of day. 


Not from grand old masters, 
Not from the bards sublime, 

Whose distant footsteps echo 
Through the corridors of time: 


For, like the strains of martial music, 
Their mighty thoughts suggest 
Life’s endless toil and endeavor; 
And to-night I long for rest. 


Read from some humbler poct, 
Whose songs gushed from his heart, 
As showers from the clouds of summer, 
Or tears from the eyelids start; 


Who, through long days of labor, 
And nights devoid of ease, 

Still heard in his soul the music 
Of wonderful melodies. 


Such songs have power to quiet 
The restless pulse of care, 
And come like the benediction 
That follows after prayer. . 


Then read from the treasured volume, 
The poem of thy choices, 

And lend to the rhyme of the poct 
The beauty of thy voice: 


And the night shall be filled with music, 
And the cares that infest the day 

Shall fold their tents like the Arabs, 
And as silently steal away. 





(Onginal.] 
Happiness results from Virtuous Action. 


Know then this truth, (enough for man to know.) 
Virtue alone is happiness below. —Porr. & 


= 
Beautiful, indeed, is the contemplation of the phys- 
: Seal laws of nature.- Admirable is the adaptation of 
these to the purposes of a rational design in the 
Creation. Gravitation holding bodies in place, heat 
. diffused through all nature, preserving to substance 
iteform and dimensions; the beautiful affinities of 
matter disclosed by Chemistry ; the order and regu- 
larity in the revolutions of the planetary bodies ; the 
successive variations of the seasons ; the harmouies 
existiug ‘between all parts of this ‘ stupenduous 
whole ;°—these fill the mind with ideas of the power, 
wisdom and beneficence of God. We look a step 
higher and behold the same regularity in the opera- 
tions of the organic laws. ‘The progress and devel- 
opment of the animal organs ; the healthy action of 
their functions ; the production and growth of veg- 
etables and plants, a depend on laws invariable in 
their operation and unbending in their exactions. 
Order, design and system here work together for 
good. ‘The animal and vegetable kingdoms undergo 
the ceaseless, never-varying change, of assimilation, 
decay, and death; to be caught up by kindly in- 
fluences, and again, under a new form, and it may 
be a new name, to run their course in nature’s eter- 
nal cycle of progress and event. 
But beautiful as isthe arrangement of the physi- 
cal and organic systems, yet far more transcendent 








does tke moral government of Ged appear. The mind 
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is endowed with powers and capabilities fitting it for 
discovering and appreciating the working of nature’s 
laws, as well those which refer to its own constitu- 
tion, as those of organic and inorganic matter. It 
has laws which regulate its action ; and may we not 
expect to find in the cperation of these, the same 
invariableness, the same inflexibility in enforcing the 
penalties annexed to transgression, that we see every 
day exemplified inthe physical and otganic world? 
We know that the least infringement of any one of 
these laws is followed by derangement in the part 
affected by it. Such, also, appears to be the relation 
existing between the consequences of moral actions. 
Punishment, sooner or later, is consequent upon vio- 
lation of the moral law. 

If, then, the world be constituted on the plan of 
the supremacy of the moral sentiments ; and if, be- 
cause this supremacy has not hitherto. been preserv- 
ed, vice and misery have prevailed so extensively as 
to induce many to believe that there is no rational 
hope of man’s ever advancing beyond his present 
condition, it follows, that the preponderance and due 
activity of these sentiments, conjoined with enlight- 
ened intellect—these together holding the propen- 
sities in subjection—constitute the sum and substance 
of human happiness. And this is virtue—conformi- 
ty to the will of God, as revealed in the book of na- 
ture and of revelation, 

Mankind have too long acted on the belief that 
punishment is not the inevitable result of violation 
of law. Many, seeing that good men are often af- 
flicted in this life, while, perhaps, those who live in 
constant infringement of the principles of morality, 
enjoying good health, and so far as worldly circum- 
stances are concerned, meet with success in their 
plans, immediately conclude that the ways of God 
to man are mysterious, or that justice is not admin- 
istered inearth. Those who arrive at this conclu- 
sion do not reflect on the independent operation of 
the rational laws. By this is meant, that the observ- 
ance of neither physical, organic, nor moral laws, 
alone, will secure complete happiness ; that each 
system has a separate arg distinct distribution of re- 
wards and punishmeuts ; and that conformity to what 
thus rationally appears to be the constitution of na- 
ture, consists in the fulfilment of all these. ‘The 
good man performs his moral duties; and, in this 
respect, is happy ; which if he neglected the law of 
gravitation, and walk of a precipice, the purity of 
his morals will not protect him from the conse- 
quences which, in a similar situation, overtake the 
most depraved. The wicked man, on the contrary, 
observes the Jaws of his physical and organic being, 
and consequently reaps the reward of obedience to 
their dictates. But who, save the searcher of hearts, 
shall fathom the depths of misery, suffering, and 
crime, resulting from violation of moral law? As 
the mind is superior to matter, so, when erring, is 
its suffering the more intense. 

With this view of thesubject, happiness consists 
not in the performance of any particular duty or 
system of duties, nor exchsively in those things de- 
nominated pleasures, because these ,offord not grati- 
fication to all the principles of human action. It is 
to be found only in the vituous activity of the whole 
faculties of man ; the propensities acting under the 
control of reason and thesuperior sentiments. Vir- 
tue is the guiding star, wilhout which man were like 
a vessel, deprived of compass and rudder, and hurled 
furiously, mid thick and darkening fogs, on the con- 
cealed breakers below. We should therefore make 
this the cynosure of our faith, towards which we 
may constantly direct our eyes, and which will safe- 
ly conduct us o’er the tempestuous waves of that sea 
whereon Discord, Passion, and Disturst grapple as 
for the mastery, to the haven of rest, around which 
we tnay twine all the sympathies, the feelings and 
hopes, that render man a being of a superior nature, 
blest fruitien and joy. T. A. 











A vacant mind is open to all suggestions, as the 
hollow mountain returns al! sounds. , 
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[Original.] 
Sabbath Morning. 

How gloriously has this holy morning dawned up- 
onus! The bright luminary of day has arisen from 
the chambers of the east, and in his chariot of light 
has again commenced his diurnal journey. How 
still, how calm the scene around! not a sound is 
heard save the whispering of the breezes among the 
flowers, and the melodious notes of nature’s sweet 
choir, which fill the air with their songs of love. 
All labor is suspended, and the voice of mirth, and 
the musical laugh of children playing in the street, 
is no longer heard; but from many a grateful heart, 
ascends the votive offering of prayer and praise to 
that great Being who created all things by the word 
of His power, and revealed to us His will thatthis 
day should be kept holy. It is indeed a day of rest 
for the weary children of earth. It is the day on 
which our Savior burst the bands of death, and 
opened for us a vista to the skies. [t ison such a 
morning as this, that the thoughts of the lone and 
friendless wanderer would uaturally revert to his 
distant home—to the peaceful scenes which he has 
left—to the loved ones, whom, perhaps, he may nev- 
er meet again; and as the solemn sound of the church 
bell strikes upof his ear, and he thinks that those 
absent ones are meeting at the house of worship, 
and feels that he can meet with them no more—no 
more behold their bright and happy faces, call it not 
weakness should his stern heart melt, and the cheek 
of manhood be moistened by a tear, and he should 
sigh for that long and peaceful Sabbath day, when 
he should meet those loved ones, to part no more 
forever. X. ¥. Z. 

Washington, Vt. 





The Age of the Ladies. 

A pleasant, cheerful, lively, generous, charitable- 
minded woman is never old. Her heart is as young 
at 60 or 70 as it was at 18 or 20; and they who are 
old at 60 or 70, are not made old by time. They are 


made old by the ravages of passions and feelings of 
an unsocial and ungenerous nature, which have can- 


kered their minds, wrinkled their spirits, and wither- 
ed their souls. ‘They are made old by envy, by jeal- 
ousy, by hatred, by suspicion, by uncharitable feel- 
ings ; by slandering, scandalizing, ill-bred habits ;— 
which, if they avoid, they preserve their youth to the 
very last; so that the child shall die, as the Scrip- 
tures say, a hundred years old. There are many 
old women who pride themselves on being 18 or 20. 
They carry all the characteristics of age about them 
without even suspecting that they are old women. 
Nay, they even laugh and sneer, and make them- 
selves merry with such mirth as malice can enjoy— 
by sarcastic reflections upon they age of others—who 
may step in modestly between them and admiration, 
or break down the monopoly of attraction which 
they have enjoyed for a season, either in imagination 
or reality. Pride is an old passion, and vanity is as 
grey as the mountains. They are old women that 
have much of either. They are dry, heartless, dull, 
indifferent. ‘They want the well-spring of youthful 
affection, which is always cheerful, always active, 
always engaged in some labor of love, which is cai- 
culated to premote and‘distribute enjoyment. ‘They 
pine, repine, sigh and groan; yawn and stretch 
themselves; they murmur, grumble, long, fret, frown; 
they snap, snarl, carp and vapor. They go to bed 
in morning, they breakfast in bed ; they find fault 
with this, that and t’other thing; they make even 
their own children run away from them and take 
refuge in the cellar, or the back kitchen, or any other 
place that may rid them of the old woman! And 
the children, on such occasoins, also call them old, 
by an instinct of nature. Old woman, old lady, old 
grim face, old gripe, or any other nickname with the 
epithet old prefixed to it, is as commonly applied by 
children to bad-tempered mothers, nurses, or , aunts, 
as pretty, kind, sweet, dear and ether youthful epi- 
‘thets, are instinctively applied to the good-hamored 





gtand-dame with her wrinkled face. There is an 
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old age of the heart, which is possessed by many, 
who have no suspicion that there is any thing old 
ayeut them ; and there is a youth which never grows 
old, a Love who is ever a boy, a Psyche who is ever 
a girl.—London Dispatch. 


Infidelity and Editors. 

The New York Tribune, (a journal circulating | 
each week its eighty thousand sheets) ina rejoinder | 
to some complaints of a correspondent, in reference 
to its comments on the late Infidel Convention in this 
city, says: 

“Our convictions remain unshuken, that Chris- 
tianity, rightly understood, affords all the sanctions | 
to virtue that infidels can have, and some more. And, 
while we know, and are happy to consider friends, 
many who call themselves or are esteemed by others 
infidels, we cannot doubt that infidels, as a class, 
rank below Christians in moral excellence and phil- 
anthropic effort. And in regard to the aspirations 
to social reform, of which our correspondent speaks, 
we know very few who have taken an interest in| 
them who are not Christians, and we have no hope 
that any real reforms will be effected save by those 
who are deeply imbued with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity.’? 


mm 


his avowal is characteristic of the independent | 





v 


tone of the Tribune ; and we cannot doubt that edi- | 
tors of newspapers geyerally, if not universally, who | 
have read the sublime truths of Revelation without 
prejudice, and looked at human nature without par- | 
tiality, would be ready to make a similar avowal, | 
should occasion seem to call for the same distinctness 
of utterance. And they would say, in the spirit of | 
kindness, to all infidel writers, as Franklin did to} 
Paine,—Burn your manuscript at once. Don’l let | 
loose the Tiger. If mankind are so bad under the 
restraints and guidance of Revelation, what would | 
they be without it? | 

} 

' 





THE WATCHMAN. 
# pane paLtou, vir tg ; ‘ | 
MONTPELIER, JULY 12, 1845, | 








We copy the following article from the Trumpet; it is | 
from the pea of Br. Whittemore. It is a severe rebuke 
upon that class of persons who are so ignorant as to 
bring such silly and foolish objections against us, as are | 
presented in the article reviewed. After you have read 
it, if your partialist brother wishes to read it, don’t deny 
him the privilege. 8. We 


Two-headed Serpent. 


We find an article in the ‘ Morning Star,’ of June 
ith, entitled, ‘The ‘Two-headed Serpent.’ It is 
signed, ‘s. mM. p.? Who this ‘s. m. Pp.’ is we do not | 
know, and it is not probable we ever shall know. 
He is evidently some man of weak mind. 
with a high degree of confidence, 
do; but he cannot see clearly to distinguish between | 
sound reason and fallacy. We are almost unwilling 
to devote so large a portion of our columns to this 
matter as we are about to do; but as the article has 
been sent us, With the sentence of defiance—‘ pub- 
lish the whole of this if you dare,’—we shall give 
the whole. 


“THE TWO-HEADED SERPENT. 
The above caption is significant of Universalism of the 
present day. None will deny who ar® acquainted with | 
the writings of Universalists, but that the system has 
many heads; and in private conversation they evidently | 
have many ways by which they hope to overcome their 
opponents, and hence the reason why you can never find 
them twice alike, or never count them. All this would 
be endurable were it not for their deceptions and serpen- 
tine windings. It is well known that since A. C. Thom- 
as’ defeat and overthrow by Lee, (which some of their | 
most able speakers acknowledge,) that the more intelli- 
gent part of their ministry will not contend that there is 
no punishment in the future state. I have heard some of 
their more able speakers declare, that they would meet | 
uO man in argument upon the hypothesis, viz. that there | 
is nO punishment after death. But should you hear them | 
preach and reason, you would suppose that they believe | 
that the worst knave or murderer would be on equal 
footing with St. Paul himself the moment he breathed | 
his last. Now I would ask, is it not hypocrisy for men 
to pretend to believe ia future punishment and say:no- | 
thing about it to their congregations? Are not-such men 
looking rather‘for the fleece, than'the good of the flock ? 





And we feel well assured that there are few of their min-| peace. Our oppomsents wish to divide us, that they 
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isters who are intelligent that dare deny (if they believe 
in the religien of Jesus Christ) a future state of punish- 
ment. We do not say what their editors dare do; but 
few of their ministry will dare deny a future state of pun- 
ishment over their own signatures. Yea, we know of 
some that will not deny it. But such is the character of 
their congregations, that it is much more easy to make 
them believe that they will not be cast into hell, than to 
make them believe they shall ever get out of that horri- 
ble place when once there; yet, most of their laity, some 
of their semi-ministers, and a number of their periodi- 
cals will iterate and re-iterate that there is no danger of 
punishment in a future state; and such is my charity that 
I don’t know but some that believe it (viz. future punish- 
ment) will declare that there is mo danger of it; yea, 
they will declare, that there is no scripture that counte- 
nances such an idea—but their writings, their standard 
works, their highest authority, such authority that one 
of their able ministers declared to me that it was next to 
the Bible in value, appear to take a different view of the 
subject. T. Southwood Smith on Divine Government, 
published in this country by T. Whittemore, page 170 
says, ‘If there be certainty in religion, or truth in God, 
he who in the present state neglects the improvement of 
his privileges, indulges evil habits, lives in sin, and dies 
in impenitence, must in a future world endure an anguish 


| of which at present he can form no adequate conception. 


It is reasonable to believe that this must be the case; for 
the bitter consciousness of self-degradation and the hor- 
ror of deep remorse must be felt, and we require to 
know no more, to be assured that the sensation must be 
intolerable. Such is the dictate of-reason; the declara- 
tions of scripture confirm it. They describe the punish- 
ment of obstinate and unrepented guilt as a fearful look- 
ing for of wrath, treasured up against the day of wrath. 
It is a worm that dieth not, it is a fire that is not quench- 
ed.’ The same author, p. 188, admits a judgment to 
come, and that all mankind must appear before the tri- 
bunal of Jesus Christ; and after noticing the blessings of 





| the just, thus descants upon the miseries of the wicked. 


But they (the scriptures) assure us, too, that the wicked 
shall be doomed to a state of suffering, awful in its na- 
ture, and lasting in its duration,—that they shall be ex- 
cluded from the habitations of the just—that between 
them and the virtuous, a great gulf shall be fixed—that 
no song of joy shall be heard in these regions of remorse 
—that weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth, shall be 
there, and that the recollection of the sins they have 
committed, the mercies they have abused, and the privi- | 
legos they have lost, shall fill them with intolerable an- | 
guish.? We say Universalism could not support its body 

tor another day did it not carry two heads; the first is no | 
punishment after death, the second that there is punish-| 
ment after death—and is it not surprising that reasona- | 
ble beings should pretend to hoth these systems at the | 
same time? Let them take the first head that all pun-} 
ishment is confined te this life, and it makes the Bible 
and the dealings of God with his creatures speak non- 


| 
sense. Let them take the other horn of the dilemma, 
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may conquer; and because we will not be divided on 
the question of a future limited punishment, they 
call us hypocrites, and denounce our body of breth- 
ren as a two-headed serpent. fs this their charity? 
Is this their heavenly mindedness? Is this their fair 
dealing. 

Universalists are accountable only to God for their 
belief. They care but little for what man can do 
unto them. [t is a small thing to be judged of man’s 
judgment. Fivery one of them, we trust, will try to 
keep a conscience void of offence toward God and 
man on this question of fututure punishment. No 
man was ever dealt with for preaching a future lim- 
ited punishment, if he believed it ; nor was any man 
ever arraigned or abused for neglecting to preach it, 
if he did not believe it. Each one is required in our 
body to be kind, faithful and honest on these points, 
and on this, as on all other subjects, to speak the 
truth in love. With this state of things, our breth- 
ren of other denominations are not pleased. They 
would drive Universalists all on to one ground, if 
they could, viz. the denial of all future retribution. 
They would have this denial the distinguishing point 
of our faith. ‘They would define Universalism by 
the simple proposition, there is no judgment or pun- 
ishment in the future state; whereas, the true defi- 
nition of our distinguishing sentiment is this, viz. 
that all mankind at last shall be made holy and hap- 
py through the love of God, as manifested in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such is Universalism proper. 
It is not difliéult to understand our enemies. ‘They 
do not like to be met on the question of endless pun- 
ishment. ‘They are getting somewhat sick of that 
doctrine. ‘They hold it in name, but they find it ve- 
ry difficult to defend it. We sometimes think they 
wish to alter their position; and if they could suc- 
ceed in driving Universalists altogether on to the 
ground of no future punishment, they would them- 
selves assume the ground of a future limited disci- 
plinary punishment. We do not affirm this; but our 
suspicions have been somewhat excited to that effect. 
The doctrines of endless misery is becoming some- 
what odious. It is truly a revolting doctrine, a hor- 
rid doetrine—eruel and dishonorary to God. We 


| should net wonder that our enemies would wish to 


change their ground, if we would give way for them. 
But Universalists will pursue their way honestly, as 
they have done. They will not depart one inch from 
the path of their duty. Those who believe in fu- 
ture limited punishment will preach it; and those 
who do not will not preach it. ‘They will not make 
the matter a subject of contention; butthey will live 
in peace, and the God of peace will be with them 
and bless them. 

At this our enemies are not pleased. They can- 


how these brethren love one another;’ and they fall, 


; t | . a nates y wo. 6 Re 

the body is so crooked it will not receive such nourish- |"°t endure to have the world say of us, ‘ Behold 
| 
| 
} 


ment; with both these beads, they drag along a serpent- 
ive body, called Universalism.”’ Ss. P. M 


therefore, to calling us hard names. They say Uni- 
versalism carries two heads,—the first is, that there 


Here Universalism is described, in the first place, |is no punishment after’ death; the second is, that 
as ‘the two-headed serpent.’ We are then told that! there is punishment after death. {fs not this figure 
‘the system has many heads.?_ Here is somewhat of'| of speech sublime? Is not ‘s. p.m.’ truly eloquent? 


acontradiction. If it be two-headed, it has not ma-| 
ny heads; and if it have many heads, it is not ‘the 
two-headed serpent.’ 

‘The public are favored with the information that | 
Rev. Luther Lee defeated and overthrew Rev. A. C. | 
‘Thomas in debate. How did it happen, if Mr. Lee 
overthrew Mr. ‘Thomas, that the Partialist editors | 


those published by Universalists? How can this | 
willing to let the world know that My. Lee over-| 
threw Mr. Thomas? - 

Again. We are told, that the more intelligent part | 


there is no punishment ijn the future state. Indeed? 
and what of that? If they believe there is punish-| 
ment in the future state (as many Universalists do,) | 
why should they contend there isnot? Should they | 


| fight against their own belief? Qn the subject of fu-| 


ture limited punishment, as the world has been told 
repeatedly, UWniversalists are divided in opinion. | 
Seme believe in that doctrine andsomedo not. But 
they believe, that so dong as they agree on the main | 


| point of the final happiness of ajl men, they ought) 


« > 
not to have centention and railing on the mivor) 
question, whether there shall or shall not be, a de-| 
gree of disciplinary punishment inthe future state. | 


, But our opponents, who can hardly have a differ-| 


ence of opinion without fighting, almost imagine that 
the kindness and charity of Universalists towards 
each other, in respect to this matter, is hypocritical, | 
and is put on for mere effect’s sake. ‘They cannot 
endure that Universalists should live in peace among 
themselves, Ist. Because, if we are united, we are 
the stronger for it; and 2d. Because those heavenly 
minded Partialist Christians who are continually 
fighting with each other, appear to great :disadvan- 
tage ‘when compared with Universalists, who live in 





Because Universalists entertain some differences of 


| opinion on minor points, they are said to be a dou- 
| ble-headed race. And who brings this charge against 


us? Are our enemies, the Partialists, perfectly uni- 
ted on all subjects? Is there a perfect uniformity of 
opinion among them? No, fur from it; they are 
continually quarrelling among themselves. ‘lhere 


He writes | were unwilling to publish the controversy, and that| are four kinds of Methodists, viz. Episcopal, Pro- 
as weak men often | almost the only papers in which ht appeared were |testant, Reformed and Wesleyans. Here is a four- 


headed snake. The Episcopalians are divided into 


| fact be explained? Were the Partialist editors un-| High Church and Low. The Presbyterians are di- 


vided into the Old School and New. And the Bap- 


| tists too are divir'edy so that we have the Calvinistic 


Baptists, and the Free-wiit Baprists, tothe which 


| of the Universalist ministry will not contend that} probably the writer of the article before us belongs. 


It seems then that the Universalists are not the only 
two-headed serpent inthe world.. There is an Epis- 
copal two-headed serpent; and a Presbyterian two- 
headed serpent; and a two-headed water snake, 
called the Baptists. We advise ‘s. p.m.’ to study 
Natural History, for he dees not seem to be well ac- 
quainted with all the varieties of the snake kind. 

And now as we-have found that ‘s. p. mw. is of the 
snake kiad, and consequently that we have a snake 
to deal with, we shall prove that we belong to that 
class of true believers, who can take up any deadly 
thing and it shall not hurt them. We are somewhat 
inp the situation of Paul at Melita, where a venom- 
ous reptile came out of the sticks, as he kindled a 
fire, and coiled around hisarm. Paul shook him off; 
and we shall shake off the reptile that has iasinua- 
ted himself upon us. 

But in closing, we wish to say to Universalists, 
stand firm, brethren, in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made you free. Do not be induced to resort to 
any trick, er expedient, to ward off the abuse with 
which your enemies are disposed to visityeu. Be 
honest, be firm. Preach what you believe. You 
will triamph at'last; for God’s truth cannot be over- 
‘thrown. Grace, mercy-and peace be with you ail. 
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’ Another Letter from the Rditor. able sermon, and well delivered. Here, we met with 


Warerrown, Jefferson Co., N. Y., June 19, 1845. | pleasure, one of the fathers m the ministry, C. G. Per- 
My Dear Warcuman,—As I understand that you tows who in his prime of manhood, in an early day, pro- 
felt. slighted, because I addressed my former letter to claimed the unsearchable riches of universal grace to 

e 4 | che dwellers on the hills and in the vales of the Green 


Br. “8. W.”’ instead of your honored self, I will now | es : se 4 emer : 
try to make the ** amende honorable’’ by addressing this | obntain State. He is now oh hearing and nt 
c | perannuated—preaches only occasionally, but. remains 


one to you. I remember that Br. Drew of the Banner | bd 
used to address his letters from the ‘Empire City’? to |! health and much cheerfulness —his faith strong, 
is - nar 
his “* venerable Editorial Chair;’’ but, that was because | clear and ye pe a the rome 4 my 
he left it empty. As mine was filled by a substitute, my | reconciliation 0 all things to the Go of love 
worthy Bro. S. W., therefore, | wrote to him, I believe, through the mediation of Jesus Christ. His com- 
however, he will approve of the change of address, — still living and was with him on this 
when he reflects on the intimate acquaintance and long- , °°°*%!0" but her health is rae declining, and she said 
tried friendship existing between you and myself. ito me, ** Br. Ballou, I feel that this is, in all probability, 
Sines £ wrote jnst ma have journeyed from Malone to | the Jast Association I shall ever attend untill we all meet 

. > ’ J 


P Pie : Beg’ 
this place. The weather has been somewhat pleasant, |to part no more inthe grand Association in Heaven. 
and somewhat cold and windy. Vegetation here is rath-| 
The crops of Eng- | 


er more forward than in Vermont. 
|he was formerly acquainted, and with whom he ‘* walk- 


|He made many inquiries concerning many of the Fath- | 
'ers and Mothers in our Israel in Vermont, with whom | 








lish grains, in this county, lobk well and give good prom- 
ise of a bountiful havest—especially the extensive fields 
of winter wheat, which is just now ‘heading out,”’ as it | 
Farmers here say, “‘the wheat crop will be | 
Could not our Ver- | 


| 


is called, 
good, if the fly does not injure it.”’ 
mont Farmers raise more wheat than they now do, if | 
they should set themselves thoroughly about it, so as 
not to be under the necessity of paying ‘New York 80} 
much money every year, for bread stuff? 
Addison County raised as much or more wheat, 
son, than enough for home consumption. Every other | 


last sea- 


county in Vermont, ought to do as much—if it can. 


ed to the house of God in company and took sweet coun- 
sel;’? but alas! I could only respond concerning many, 
‘*They sleep with their Fathers—they have gone to 
their rest.”’ 

It is a souree of comfort to this aged brother, that as 


grandsons, a Brother Saxe, is entering the vineyard with 


It is said that | the fair prospect of becommg an able minister of the | 


New Testament. 
Here also we joyfully met with Brs. Pitt Morse and J. 
M. Austin, whom we had not seen for several years. To 


people assembled, but that others of various denomina-- 
tions, opened their doors and hearts, and. contributed to 
the general entertainment and felicity of the meeting, 

Sermons were continued in the afternoon, and evening 
of the day. Br. Austin Bugby gave an interesting dis- 
| course from Ps. cx, 1, 2; and prayers were offered by Brs. 
| Daggett and Hodgdon, accompanied by excellent per- 
| formances by the choir. 

On Thursday, also, a large congregation assembled, 
|furenoon and afiernoon. Sermons by Br. Morse, from 
Ps. 1, 2, and father Ballou, Ps. xxxvi, 7,8. Other servi- 
jces by Brs, Livingston and Guernsey, and the choir, 





| highly interesting and instructive. The exercises of the 
| Conferences are said to have been peculiarly edifying; 
; but the writer was necessarily absent, save on the regu- 
lar services of the first day. 
Long will the good people of Barnard, and neighbor- 
ing towns, remember the meetings to which we refer: 
jand especially those, who, having been formerly ac- 
| quainted with our*venerated brother’ Ballou, heard him, 
saluted him, and parted with him with emotions inde- 
| seribably affecting. May the smiles of heaven rest on 
| him, on them, and on all who participated, and have an 
| interest, in, the joyous and important occasion, of which 


‘he is retiring from the gospel field of labor, one of his | we give this imperfect and meagre description. 


| R. 8. 





Close of the Volume, 
This number of the Watchman completes volume six- 
| teen, and five years of our connexion with the paper as 


| ° : . 
| proprietor and principal editor. To us, they have been 


. a oa | Q i is we ap } ae . . 
There would be a great saving in it. ‘Tosee the vast “*» and to all present, we believe this was a happy and | years of unremitting toil and care—at times, of per- 


quantities of flour imported every year ito our State, is 
truly enough to frighten any one, but a New Yorker who 
is eager to get all the money he can for it. I believe it 
takes nearly all our surplus of wool to pay for importec 
flour. By the way, the wool has just been sheared in) 
this region, but the prices are very low, sales dull, and 

the quality of the article is generally much inferior to the 
Vermont wool. Indian Corn is very small and backward | 
for the season, though, much of it retains a healthful 

color, and it is still hoped that the Indian saying, ‘* Mr. 

July and August make the corn,’’ will prove true, this 

yeer. 

Having said thus much of physical productions, I turn 
now to the spiritual and moral. I have preached three 
times ia the small but pleasant village of Evan’s Mills) 
in the town of Le Ray—my native place. Here reside a 

few faithful and zealous friends of ourcause. The Ladies 

have a sewing circle, the proceeds of which are devoted 

to religious and charitable uses; and, indeed, it must be 

ackowledged, that a few sisters who rank among the| 
excellent of the earth, are the mainsspring of the pro- 

mulgation of Universalism in this village. They adorn 

the doctrine of God our Savior by lives well ordered and a 

conversation becoming the gospel. They preach it, not 

by clamor of words, but by living it, and the manifesta- 
tion of a meek and quiet spirit. Br. Averill, a young 
preacher of good reputation, is engaged to preach at this 


refreshing meeting. We only regretted, that our engage- 
ments were such, that we could not possibly remain to 


its close. May the blessing of Heaven rest upon our 


| cause in the Black River country, and thro’out the world. | 
| I design to be present, next week at the St. Lawrence 


Association in Plattsburgh, where I expect to see many 
of our Vermont brethren and friends. Till then, fare- 
well. Respectfully, from your 

Assent Eprror. 


Dedication at Barnard, Vt. 

The religious services of the dedicatory meeting at 
Barnard, an the 26th ult. were peculiarly interesting. 
The c ple, drawn together on the occa- 
sion, was truly immense. We recollect not to have seen 
anything like it in the country. In addition to the usual 
attractions of similar occasions, it was known that Br. 
H. Ballou, of Boston, or ‘* father Ballou,’’ was expect- 
ed to be present, to preach the sermon; that able and 
faithful champion in the cause of truth, who, between 
40 and 50 years years ago, was pastor of the Univer- 
salist Society of Barnard, and several others in towns 
adjoining. This will account for the multitudinous ga- 
thering of people of all denominations and descriptions. 

The second House erected by our friends in Barnard, 
is not only far superior to the first, but, in some respects, 
superior to any House of worship in the vicinity. The 
execution and style of finish within, are beautiful and 
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place and at Pamelia 4 Corners, half the Sabbaths of the elegant indeed. I: is large enough, and happily adapted 
ensuing year. Though the opposition here is strong and | to the ends for which it was created. Great credit is 
popular, with continued exertions, union and persever-| due to all those by whose liberaliy, taste, ingenuity, 
ance on the part of our friends, our cause must prosper in | and perseverance this fine edifice has been reared and 
this vicinty. The Ladies of ‘the Sewing Circle” will! consecrated to religious purposes; and infinite gratitude, 





please accept our thanks for their kindness manifested in 
the present they made to my wife. 


Last Sabbath, I preached in Br. Boughton’s pulpit in 
Watertown. This is a pleasant and flourishing village, 
containing about 5000 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
bank of the Black river, ten miles from Sacket’s Har- 
It has extensive water privileges, and is a place of 
considerable manufactures and trade. Here our doctrine 
has been preached over twenty years. Our friends have 
a good hoase of worship—a society respectable for num- 
bers and influence, and its condition seems to be improv- 
ing under the pastoral care of our worthy Br. Boughton. 

It was our happiness to be present the first day only of 
the meeting of ‘‘ The Black River Association of Uni- 
versalists,’? held in Watertown on the third Wednesday 
and Thursday of thismonth. The large church was well 
filled with intelligent and attentive hearers. We have 
seldom seen so large an audience on the first day of any 
Association or Convention. The people did not all wait 
until the last day, merely wishing to hear ‘the great 
guns.’’ We listened with much satisfaction to the occa- 


bor. 


to magnificent Heaven for the disposition, means, and 
health to accomplish so desirable an object. 

The dedicatory services, most briefly related, were as 
follows;—Voluntary by the choir; Select Scriptures by 
Br. G. W. Bailey; Hymn; invocation by Br. J. B. Morse; 
Hymn; Sermon by Br. H. Ballou, from John iv, 24; ded- 
icatory prayer by Br. R. Streeter; Voluntary; benedic- 
tion by father Ballou. 

It would be needless to say more, than that many of 
the anxious multitude could not get within hearing dis- 
tance of the venertble speaker; but the utmost order 
was preserved, and breathless and tearful attention giv- 
en by all within, and near, the walls of the spacious 
House. The discourse was clear, argumentative, and 
deeply impressive, Many heard our aged but animated 
brother, and father in our Israel, for the first, and many 
more, as they apprehended, for the Jast time. The 
singing, conducted by Mr. Johonnott, of Bethel, was of 
the first order. And it is due to the occasion, and to 
the generosity of the inhabitants of Barnard to say, 
that, not only was every thing done that could be, on 
the part of our Universalist friends, to accommodate the 





aienal discourse from a young Br. Hawes. It was an 


| plexity and pecuniary embarrassment; nevertheless, we 
| have had our pleasures and enjoyments, We complain 
;not. We did not embark in the enterprize of conduct- 

ing and publishing a paper, anticipating ease and relaxa- 
tion from labor and care. We have labored hard and 
we are willing todo so. We seek no exemption from 
working with head and hands, 

We tender many thanks to those subscribers who have 
so long patronized our efforts in the cause of Truth and 
Righteousness, and have paid for their papers. To those 
who have not paid, we say, we are much in need of all 


that is due us, to enable us to pay our debts. The fact, 
that so many have taken the paper wno have never paid 


for it, has given us more trouble and perplexity than 
every thing else connected with the concern. If all our 
subscribers had paid us as faithfully as many have, we 
should been entirely out of debt—in easy circumstances, 
and able to enlarge and otherwise improve the paper. 
If all our present subscribers continue, and each one 
endeavors to obtain one, two, or more new subscribers to 
the forthcoming volume, and such as will pay, we shall 
enlarge the paper the next vulme—procure entire new 
type,—hire correspondents, and thus increase the attrac- 
tion and usefulness of our journal, 


The New Volume, 

The new volume of the Watchman will commence on 
the 19th inst. We have made arrangements to secure 
the services of some new and valuable correspondents for 
the next volume. Returning our hearty thanks to our old 
ones,—al] we can give, for their assistance—we solicit a 
continuance of their favors. We want somebody in every 
nook and corner of this state and elsewhere, to make it 
a business to write us all the news—especially about 
the cause, and every good enterprize of reformation. 
Will our ministers be particular about this. We 
| sincerely hope that very few, if any, of our subscri- 
| bers will find it fcessary to discontinue, and we think 
that, if each one of our present patrons will take a little 
pains to ask others to subscribe, our list might be doub 
led in a short time. We shall want the pay sent by the 
members of the Vermont Legislature in October next 
or during the session of the Legislature. We have but 
one price, $1,50 per year, and want it paid within the 
first three months, if possible. 


Agents for the Watchman. 
Rev. D. Mott, Plattsburgh, N. ¥.; Samuel Field, Ma- 
lone, N. ¥.; Dr. Comstock, Evan’s Mills, N. Y. 
Orlen Wheelock, Esq., of Felts Mills, is our gene 
agent for Jefferson Co. 














All our subscribers who receive their papers at P 
Offices which are not over thirty miles from this plac 
are entitled to receive them free of postage. 
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